
Advice to the Master
My brother, you have been elected to lead this lodge as its Master. It is a high honor and grave 
responsibility. As Master, it is your duty to preside over this lodge with wisdom, fairness, and 
kindness.

Always remember that you are a leader who serves. While the Oriental Chair may set you apart,
you are still a brother among brothers. Lead by example. Demonstrate the virtues and conduct 
you wish the brethren to emulate. Govern with compassion. Seek to understand before judging 
others. Meet anger with patience, fear with courage, and hatred with love.

Study closely the ancient charges and regulations of the Craft. Know the law so you may rule 
justly. But also keep in mind the spirit and purpose behind the rules. Apply them with discretion, 
tempering the law with mercy when appropriate. The true strength of our Fraternity lies in our 
shared morals and values, not in rigid codes.

Devote yourself to teaching through word and deed. Improve the knowledge of the Craft by 
sharing the symbolic lessons and mystic meanings of our rituals and symbols—lead discussions
that stimulate the mind and uplift the spirit. Encourage the search for light through education, 
introspection, and service to others. Nurture the growth of every brother.

Cultivate harmony within the lodge. Be slow to take offense and quick to forgive. Do not allow 
petty disagreements to fester into bitter feuds. Tactfully resolve any disputes that threaten the 
bonds of brotherhood. Remind the brethren that each has a stone to polish, and perfection 
belongs to the Grand Architect alone.

In all things, act selflessly for the greatest good of the lodge and the Craft. Ego has no place in 
the Oriental Chair. It matters not who receives credit for success, only that it serves the interests
of Masonry. Share the burden of leadership; rely on the skills of the Wardens and Past Masters.
Surround yourself with those wiser than yourself.

Finally, my brother, never forget the extraordinary privilege you now hold -- to represent the 
timeless principles and noble aims of our beloved Fraternity. This lodge stands as a testament 
to all Freemasonry represents. Through your leadership, enable it to shine as a beacon of light. 
Lead your brothers not just in ritual but in spreading Masonic teachings to the world beyond our 
walls.

Serve the Craft with every effort of body, heart, and mind. Look to the Supreme Architect of the 
Universe for guidance. Remain true to your convictions. Have the courage to do what is right, 
not just what is easy. Lead this lodge to greater prosperity, unity, and enlightenment with faith, 
wisdom, and vision.

The Oriental Chair is but a temporary honor. The true rewards of your term as Master will be 
measured not in pride but in your leadership's positive impact on this lodge and its members. 



Long after you leave the East, the influence of your term will affect generations of brethren to 
come. Lead well, my brother. Discharge your duties with dedication, humility, and honor. Rule 
this lodge with justice, inspire it with virtue, instruct it with wisdom. The Grand Architect created 
you for this moment. Go forth and lead.


